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e This is a faithful ſaying, 900 worthy of all aocep- 

tation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to 

ſave ſinners, of whom I am chief 3 how be it for this 

.cauſe I obtained mercy, that in me. firſt Jeſus 

Chriſt might ſhew forth all long-ſuffering, for a 

12 to them which ſhould hereafter bel eve on 
im to . life.“ 


VN St. Paul's epiſtl to Timothy — | 5 
pong M in he repreſents the great dodtrines 4 


3 5 oy godlineſs, as became a perſon in his hi 
office and place of truſt, and which e : 1 
2. now into his ſucceſſor's care to keep for * 
_ Chriſt's ſake, he ſeveral times ſpeaks after this 1 
manner, This is a faithful ſayi bl &c,” and this 2 
cri 


was not done as if any 1 of =o N or this 


his charge were of leſs authority or truth, but as 
Moſes often renewed his meſſage and, errand to the 
Iraelites with,“ All theſe words the Lord thy God 
__ commanded ;” or, as the prophets very often repeated, 
Thus faith the Lord ;” and Jeſus himſelf, when he 
delivered doctrines of the utmoſt importance, and 
things neceſſary to our eternal happineſs, generally 


| 5 began with, (6e erily, verily I ſay unto you,” Thus 0 


does the apoſtle in the text, when he writes to ano- 
ther great miniſter of Chriſt, and indeed all who labor 
in God's vineyard, that with boldneſs and cou- 
rage they might propagate ſuch confirmed doctrines 
with all their might, and give more heed to the di- 
vine charges delivered in ſo extraordinary and in fo 
folemn a manner, % rn wh 

The time will not allow me to ſpeak of the many 
| bleſſed doctrines handed down to us in this way, 1 


ſhall therefore ſpeak chiefly of this main doctrine of 


the apoſtle, and upon which all the hopes of poor 
men are grounded, namely, our Saviour's comin 


from heaven int6 the world to fave ſinners. * This 


js a faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
| hat ; Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave | 
' finners,.” 338 

' *Fhis' doQtrine is properly the ſubſtance of the 


- whole goſpel, and is every where taught us in the 


New Teſtament, both from our Lord himſelf and 
dy all who heard him, and were ſent by him to bear 
the glad tidings through the earth, to every land and 
nation, and to invite and beſeech ſinners to be recon- 
eiled to God, and come back to Jeſus, the Shep- 
herd and Biſhop of their ſouls, that they might be 
faved. | 1 8 e 
Dis, however flighted by ſo many, 


and though 
by ſome even ſcorned and deſpiſed, eſpecially by al! 
mme oppoſers of ſalvation by grace alone, is yet a 


D. AN ag 5. 
e 


1 
true doctrine, and worth their hearing and believing, 
it is worthy of the acceptation of all nen. 
If an offer of life and pardon could be made to 

rebels in diſtreſs and chains, or if the news of li- 

berty and redemption ſhould be brought to the 
ſlaves in the gallies, or ſuch as ſpend their melan- 


choly days in priſon or baniſhment, or ſhould tbe 


| moſt wretched and poor perſon in the world be f- 

fered a full receipt from all his creditors, and a fine 

_ eſtate beſides for the longeſt term, all would think 
the offers worthy of their acceptance, and leap for 


Joy at the good news; but ſhould the news of 


Hberty come to his ears who thinks himſelf in no 
danger, or ſhould the tidings of a general releaſe 
be ſent to freemen, or bread be brought to the ex- 
cEeeding rich, and to ſuch as fare delicately every 
day, it would have no ſuch effect, and it is no 
- Other than a falſe concluſion of their being ſafe, good 
enough, not fallen from God, or fo deſperately wick- 


ed, and in danger of periſhing as they really are, 


that makes the goſpel to be heard ſo coldly and in- 
differently by more than half the world. Sh 
Could a preacher tell his auditors where every one 
mould find treaſure hid, or how they might enſure 


to themſelves a vaſt fortune, or could he teach them 


| how to free themſelves of every pain and ficknefs 
at once, and in what way they could be immenſely _ 

rich, O how would people flock to hear him] there 
would be ſcarce room for the concourſe any where, 

and he would not be able to make his voice reach 


to the leaſt part of his hearers; but when a meſſenger 


of the King of faints comes, and brings the news of 
the kingdom of God opened, and preaches free grace, 

redemption from death and hell, eternal life, ane 
all the bleſſings of the world to come, into which 

all ſhould preſs eagerly, how coldly is he eco 


IE 


88 8 
| When he ſpeaks of the treaſure hid in the geld, i 
how few believe the report: ? And when he declares 
how near our Saviour is to juſtify and help the ſin- 
ner, how willing he is to pardon all fin, and to 
come with his Father into them, and there make his 


abode, how very few open the door and look for 


him? and in how exceeding few is “ the arm of the 
Lord revealed?” 
The enemy of ſouls, the God of this world, ſuc= 
 ceeds amazingly even in chriſtian countries, in 'keep- $ 
ing men ignorant of Jeſus and his love to ſinners, 
and when his divinity is only ſlightly confeſſed, and 
his eternal redemption conſidered but ſuperficially and 
at a diſtance, it is no wonder that the bleſſed news is 
ſo indifferently entertained, 


When Jeſus entered Simon the Phariſee $ hevs: he wh 


po! no kiſs, no hearty welcome, no water to waſh 
is feet, no oil for his head, no incenſe burnt be- 


fore him, and no precious ointment perfumed his 


chamber, the reaſon was, he did not know his 
gueſt, he did not feel how much he wanted a Savi- 
our; but the ſinner, the harlot Mary, who was 
called by him out of her fins, and invited to the 
kingdom of heaven, thought ſhe could never make 
enough of the Lord, ſhe embraced his feet, kiſſed 
them, waſhed them with tears, and broke her 
alabaſter box of ſpikenard upon them, and loved 
much. Thus is it now, while men deceive them- 
ſelves and fancy they are good churchmen, pious, | 
and religious enough, and that there is no danger of 
their future ſtate, there a few prayers, a little alms, 
or ſome acts of ſelf-denial and mortification, lull to 

ſleep the ſtirring conſcience, and make the poor 
heart at peace without Chriſt. To ſuch, as well as 
to the wanton, the prophane, the worldling, the 
reſolutely wicked, and lover of | plenſurs, the go. 5 


pel 


- | * - 


þ 


pel of ſalvation ſeems unworthy their acceptance, = | 
and is neglected to the very laſt; but an awakened 17 
ſoul, a man who feels his own ſinfulneſs as an into- 1 
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lerable burden, and who wants to be ſaved, bunt 
trembles at the word of God, has many fears about 1 

his condition, &c. he hears that God our Saviour 
came from heaven, out of mere pity and compaſſi=  Þ}! 

on to ſave undone ſouls, to help poor people, and 14 


to undertake for them and be their Saviour, and this 
is the beſt of news to ſuch an heart. Deep hu- 
mility and a ſolid conviction and conſciouſneſs of his 
fin and whole corrupted nature, makes him only : 
willing to know, if Jeſus can receive ſuch a Wretch 
as he has been? and when he can be perſuaded of 1 
this, O how entirely does he leave all his old and If 
darling fins ! with what joy does he receive our Sa. | 
viour's offer of forgiveneſs,. and is glad in his ſal- 
vation? His heart E and bounds in him for joy 
when the Holy Spirit within whiſpers the Word of 
reconciliation, and then he thinks upon inviting 
| others to the ſame grace, and is ready every where 
| to tell how worthy of all mens accptation this 
ood doctrine is, that Chriſt Jeſus came intg the 
world to ſave ſinners,” of whom, he thinks, I am 
It is indeed a glorious goſpel, it is a privilege be- 
ſtowed upon men beyond all hopes and wiſhes, 
and which makes all who accept it happy and bleſ- 
- fed for ever; and all who ſlight, or reje&, or delay 
the cloſing in with ſo gracious an offer, thereby 
make themſelves of all men the moſt miſerable. _ 
But then who is Jeſus that is coming into the 
world that is of ſuch importance? He is the eternal 
_ God! he is that Lord, that Creator, and divine Be- 
ing, againſt whom all had ſinned, and whooutof ten- 
ger mercy to the world came from his throne and 
C4? 1 1 | | majeſty, | 
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give, namely himſelf, his Kingdom, bis Pn 


Fg 


. 


whoſe whole painful life, ſorrowful and ſhame- 


ful death, was endured by him. with this ſole and 
. gue view, to ſave ſinners, He had no deſign but 


gly and entirely to help them out of their con- 


 FJdemnation. and {lavery, and to bring them in peace 
back to him, He would have been glorious and high, 
the 55 if we had been left in our guilt, and ſuf- 
fered hell eternally; but as he loved all his works, 
and choſe not the death of a ſinner : and as he knew 


hell was not made for man, but for the devil and 


his angels, he pitied us when we were ſunk into 


their ruin, and come under their judgment, and be- 
fore all his innumerable company. of angels and 


_ bleſſed ſpirits reſolved to be their Saviour. This Je- 
ſus has now brought them out of the hang of the 
enemy; all ſouls are now his, the ſoul of the father 


and the ſouls of the children, they are his purchaſeg 


poſſeſſion, and he has on their account made a perfect 
amends, atonement, and ſatisfaction in his hea- 


venly Father's ſight, he has prepared an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs for them, and opened ſuch a fountain 
in his own blood that waſhes. out every fin, and 
even the remembrance of them before God; and 


now has he ordained it as an everlaſting goſpel, to 
be publiſhed and announced to every 1 858 that 


whoſo in the world would be glad to be ſave 


* 


WhO deni wants mercy and ſalvation, may 
come to him and bave it. The worſt and moſt 
undeſerving, even the rebellious, are invited to this 


| happineſs as to a feaſt, and this goſpe], theſe true 
_ ſayings are warthy of all acceptation, ſince it comes 
from God Almighty, and as a gift worthy only of 


that Giver, who is the Author and Cauſe of eternal 
life, and who hereby gives the beſt gifts he can 


18 
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| his blood, body, and righteouſneſs; and whatevef 
is able to make us completely happy and perfet, 
Many, yes, many as the ftars in number, have 
| _ been witneſſes of this grace; and now reap the great 
. ſal vation; the fruit of the Lord's toil and ſervitude 
for their ſakes, „ 5s Þ 
Leſt ſatan ſhould ſuggeſt to an honeſt and well- 
meaning ſoul, that his ſins were too many, too 
reat, or of too heinous a nature 'to be pardoned; 
Jeſus our kind and dear Saviour has ſet forth Exam 
ples of his mercy, and, as it were, choſen out from 
all claſſes of ſinners, the very vileſt, and ſuch as 
were come to the height of danger, and theſe he 
has „ ſaved, as patterns to them which 
'-__ ſhould hereafter believe on him to everlaſting life. 
St. Paul calls himſelf one of theſe; and ſays, I am 
the chief of ſinners, but obtained mercy for this 
_ cauſe,” and ſets himſelf forth as a monument of free 
mercy. None can believe that in reſpect of out- 
ward groſs ſins he was chief, for he had been brought 
up in the moſt ſtrit way; but he ſpeaks in reſpect 
of his having, out of an unbelieving heart, deſpiſe 
And lighted Chriſt's meritorious death and righte- 
5) ouſneſs, and, in the manner of the Phariſee, attempt- _ 
ce to eſtabliſh his own, and out of a falſe zeal per- 
ſſecuted the diſciples and doctrine of Jeſus, In this 
ſenſe he calls himſelf the chief of ſinners, i. e. ons 
who has ſinned above others, and whoſe crimes: 
were of a ſcarlet dye, and who had given our Sa- 
viout and his Spirit ſo much trouble to conquer and 15 
ſubdue him to the faith. 4-269 mrs Edad 
All truly awakened ſouls think with the apoſtle 


> 


FF. thus, and whether their lives have been notoriouſly 
| vile in men's eyes or not, they feel too deeply 
their ſin to extenuate or leſſon it; they can eaſily 
enxcuſe others, but aſs they condemn and 

A. ap | = - 85 


loath 


Tf 


«vas 
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Joath in duſt and and aſhes, and; like Jeremiah and Se: 


James, confeſs, ** the heart is deceitſul above all ; 


things, and deſperately wicked and is to encou- 


rage ſuch to hope for mercy and draw near to Jeſus, 


that he has exhibited and ſhewn forth ſs many in- 


ſtances of his mercy and compaſſion in the ſcriptures; 


| who, as St, Paul ealls them, are “ patterns, exam- 
_ ples, and monuments of mercy, and pillars in the 


_ temple of God.“ Of theſe there are five eminent in 


the goſpel, and who ſeem to be the chief of every 


Lg" 


rank of ſinners; the account of whoſe converſions 
and mercies are written for our ſakes, that we who 


want mercy may obtain it through their mercy, and 


venture to come boldly to the throne of grace by 


their example. The five whom I ſhall: mention 


are, Mary Magdalene, Zaccheus, the thief who was 


crucified with our Saviour, Cornelius, and St. 
Paul, all theſe 1 will ſpeak freely, and firſt of 
PP 


- P 


This poor woman was taken from the head of the 


- unclean and incontinent; ſhe had been a known 
ſinner, a public harlot and adultereſs, It is likely 


ſhe had been the ruin of many, and ſeduced them | 


at firſt into fin 3 her whoriſh heart had made her 
te ſeven fold the child of the devil,” who no doubt 


thought ſurely to have her; luſt and imputity ruled | 


her and led her captive ; her ſhame was her boaft; 


and perhaps her polluted body was haſtening to the 


grave, through her intemperate and unchaſte life, 
while her wretched ſoul was ready to periſn for ever. 
In this eſtate was Mary when Jens came ſeeking: 


the loſt, and preaching the goſpel of repentance 


and remiſſion of ſins, and called her out of her 
flavery and danger. Some of the firſt chriſtians 


fay, that our Saviour had been preaching on the 
* Shepherd who left the ninety and nine in the wil- 


derxneſe 


Q 


— 


3 
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— 


derneſs to ſeek the one lamb that he had loſt ” It was 


howeyer on 'that day Jeſus dined with Simon that 


| ſhe was converted. She followed him into the houſe 
_ weeping ;z her haughty looks were humbled, her 


brazen and impudent face waſhed with hundreds of 
tears, and ſhe who before could appear boldly be- 


fore all the world, and on purpoſe entered company 
with her eyes full of adultery, and darting her fire 
on all fides, now crept behind and kneeled at N 
feet, like Eve and her guilty and naked hu 
when they heard the voice of the Lord God in the 


and, 


cool of the day in paradiſe. O come hither ye le- 
cherous and debauched livers, ye whoremongers 


and harlots, ye whoſe beds and. bodies have been 
_ defiled like Madalene, look upon her, ſee thoſe 
Tips which uttered ſuch obſcenity» trembling, kiſ- 
ſing the Lord's feet; ſee her hair once curled and 


platted to entice men to fin with her, now wo 


her bluſhing face and wiping her tears away as fa 


as they fell upon his feet, With all her fine cloaths, 
her ſplendid vail, her ſeducing attire and orna- 
ments, ſhe finks in the duſt before our Saviour, and 


makes tears and ſighs ſpeak the language of her 


heart, Come, O come and do likewiſe ! Do not 
think, I dare not, I may not, my ſins are too many, 


my ſecret crimes and pollutions are too predominant, 


and render me unfit to pray, unfit to rs for mercy, 
ſince ſhe is ſet forth as a pattern to thoſe of her claſs 
who repent and believe in Jeſus. Think, O think 


here ſhe is now, yonder ſhe fits at Jeſys Chriſt's 


feet a pure virgin in heaven, our Saviour had e | 
upon her, and ſaid before Simon the Phariſee, and a l 


| thoſe who ſat at meat with him, Thy ſins that are 
many are forgiven thee, go in peace.” At once ſhe 
found her ſoul redeemed, the enemy her maſter loſt 
his hold, while God her Saviour ſpake her clean. 
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This was the woms 
much; this was her that before the ſelf-righteous 
Simon obtained wah this was ſhe who had the 


who firſt ſaw the 


yild and unholy fire, but eaſes the conſcience, 


%%% ³˙ A ĩ K 
Let the ſenſe, of your diſobedience and abomina- 
Ne desde var Jeu den at his fret; ed your 
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fey 


n who afterwards loyed Jeſus fa 


honour to miniſter © 


her ſybſtance to Jeſus, and tg 
ſtand with the virgin Mary under the crpſs, and 

05 after he aroſe. He did not 
firſt appear to his mother qr to the twelve, or to 
his favourite John, but to her who before day 
was up, and weeping alone, becauſe ſhe had miſſed 


her Lord. This was the firſt preacher of the reſur- 
ruction, the high]y-fayoured perſon who got the firſt 
greeting from the- riſen — and is ſent by 


him to appoint the place where al the reſt ſhould 


meet him. I dare ſay, no ſpotleſs maiden | now 


ſhines brighter round the throne, or more loves 
and adores the Lamb! All her fellow ſaints ſee her, 


and worſhip God becauſe of the great mercy be- 
ſtowed upon her. Lift up your eyes of faith, ye 
who have followed her in luſts, and ſee what a pat- 


tern of mercy ſhe is for you | ſee what the blood of 


| Jeſus has accompliſhed on that once wretched, but 
now happy woman | A drop of Jeſu's blood cap | 


make you clean, like her, and make the worſt and 


moſt defiled, chaſte yirgins in a moment. **The blood 


damp the impure natures prevent and extinguiſf 
an 


* 
. 


of Jeſus cleanſeth from all fin,” and does not 1 


waſhes away the very remembrance of {in from bes 
fore the Lord. O Jet this woman's eek compel 
and encourage you to apply to the lame gracious 

Maſter, and you ſhall find chat (he. nig of Weary 


Was written not for her ſake only, but for your ſakes = 
| alſo, to whom- the ſame grace ſhall be imparted if 


— 


| fear 


2 TEL. 
tears there, and thence ſtir not till the fame Lord 
who granted her eternal life, and made her ſo near 


and dear to him, vouchafes you to hear, © thy fins 


are forgivenz” I mean, till his Spirit has made it 
clear to your heart that all your fins are pardoned 
and done away in the blood of the Lamb, and your 
luſts and impurities killed and aboliſhed in his cold 
- ſweat and tears. Since the chief of ſinners is ſaved, 


venture you alſo and be ſaved freely, and experience, : 


4 that it is -a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world 
to ſave ſinners. e „ 
accheus was another monument of grace; he 
perhaps had not gone on in Mary's courſe, but 
was a public ſinner; he was chief of the pub- 
licans, and he was rich. The publicans were 
a fort of unconſcionable men who farmed the taxes 
and tribute- money, and Who had it in their power 
to uſe extortion, and diſtreſs and oppreſs the poor; 


the ſtrict part of the jewiſh church held them ana- 


thema, and our Saviour and St. John ranks them 
with harlots and the worſt of men; but beſide his 
being of this buſineſs, beſide his being the chief of 
this clan, he was rich, He was in double. danger, 
he was ungodly and without any religion, and he 
was rich, Our Saviour had ſaid, ** how hard it was 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven,” _ 
and if ſo, here was one rich and wicked too; all in 
Jericheo knew the ſinner Zaccheus. Come near ye 
Fcovetous, ye worldly minded, and miſerable people, 
ye oppreſſors of the poor, and ye who are rich, 


though your danger is great, and the obſtackes in . 


your way many, yet if you are minded to be ſaved 
and want to ſee Jeſus, behold Zaccheus is a pattern 
- of mercy for you. See the man whe without pity 
grinded the face of the poor, who ſtood E 1 
N . | "7M . ; . | | int 


—— ↄ 


Hint unmoved at the cry of the widow and father» 
| Jeſs, who could diſtreſs the needy, and thruſt into 
priſon, | threaten, and oppreſs his tenants, and who 
got his gain with cruelty and extortion, who took 
. the bread, as it were, from the orphans 
and hungry, and made many a child ſuffer want, 
while the parents wept bitterly unminded; behold 
yy rich, who was in danger of crying out 'with 
Dives for a drop of water in vain for ever, and of 
being one of that number who have their good 
things in this life, he has found pardon ] Jeſus ſaw 
him in the ſycamore tree and haſtened him down, 
that he might wo ſalvation to his houſe, for, ſaith 
he, to-day I muſt abide with thee.” O happy day 
O happy Zaccheus ! He that ſhewed no mercy when 
it was aſked with tears and cries, finds mercy 
without ſo much as aſking for it. This exalts the 
doctrine of free grace indeed, and makes Zaccheus 
a glorious pattern of mercy. He made haſte and 
* Teceived Jeſus into his houſe and into his heart, 
and had ſcarce received pardon and believed unto 
ſalvation, but his faith worked by love, and yield- 
ed the fruit of good works: © Behold, Lord, ſaid 
he, I will give half of my goods to feed the poor, 
and where I have wronged any one by falſe accuſa- 
tion I will reſtore him four- fold.“ Thus it is where 
a true faith in Chriſt is, there are good works, and 
a tender heart immediately, No ſoul in Jericho 
could have received the Lord with ſo much joy as 
this man, he had much forgiven him, and he loved 
much. If any who hear me would fain be ſaved; 
but becauſe you are rich tremble, O take courage 
by, the example of Zaccheus; take our Saviours 
advice, give alms of ſuch things as you have, diſ- 
perſe abroad, give to the poor, and begin to be 
ſaubful ſtewatds of the mammon of unri Sahel | 
ne” EIT, _ 
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and believe in him, and ſo ſhall you get treaſute 
in heaven. Or are you afraid becauſe of your for- 


mer covetouſneſs and ſearch after riches? Does tbe 
remembrance of your atheiſm, infidelity, careleſſ- 
neſs in religious matters, oppreſſion of the poor, 


hard behaviour to your inferiors, or want of ten- 
derneſs and kindneſs to perſons in neceſſity, and 
who were in debt, in priſon, and overwhelmed 
with penury, &c, bow you down and diſhearten 
vou? See Jeſus Chriſt's compaſſion on Zaccheus |! 
See the worſt and moſt hardened of wretches has 
found mercy, the chief of the publicans is ſaved 


go, guilty and unworthy of pity as you are, ftand 
| before the merciful Jeſus, ſhew him your public 


and attrocious crimes, your ſecret injuſtice, 'and 


hidden offences, ſpread all open before him, and fall 


at the Judge's feet a ſelf- condemned and guilty 
finner; he came to ſave ſuch, his bowels of com- 


paſſion yearned over ſuch. ** It is a true ſaying, and 
_ worthy of your acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came 
into the world to ſave ſinners ;” plead this, and this 
alone, and ſtand only in Zaccheus's place with the 
fame willing heart to fee Jeſus, with the ſame _ 
believing heart, and you ſhall find his mercy to all 


eternity. 


The dying thief is another eminent pattern of n 


mercy, and witneſs that Jeſus came to ſave ſin- 
ners. — * 1 4 1 1 2239 ; $57.4 $4 | 


This man ſeemed hardened above meaſure, elſe 


he could not have joined with bis other fellow cri- 
minal in the inſults and blaſphemy of the mul= 
titude: his blood-guiltineſs (for in all likelihood he 
| had been a murderer) his robberies, and thieving, 
_ ſeemed to lie with ſmall weight on his conſcience; 


it appeared as if fin had ſeared it, and made it obdu- 
rate, and hard as the nether mill-ftone z it was as if 


he 
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he bad no thought of his danger, body or ſoul, 
but was ſpringing headlong into eternal flames; while 
he joined the ſcoffers and mockers, how did our 
Saviour pity him? He ſaw how far ſatan had pre- 

vailed and deluded his ſlave, and with firong cries 
aud tears interceded for him, and was heard, his 

petitions reached the ears of his almighty Father, 

1 and rebounded, as it were, to the thief's heart, 

' 78 he awaked at once out of his ſleep, the infhdel 
H | believes in Jeſus, and called him Lord, the blaſphe- 
mer repented of his blaſphemy, and beſeeches the 
King of Iſrael to think upon him when he ſhould 

come into his kingdom. Surely all, even the vileſt, 
muſt have wondered at his reprobate behaviour be- 

fore, but above meaſure they muſt be aſtoniſhed 
now to hear him ſue to him for mercy, whom be- F 
fore he had ſo derided and deſpiſed, and as much al! 
in heaven and earth muſt have wondered when [, 

Jeſus. gave him that ſweet and merciful anſwer, 
% To- day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe.” He 
was an open and public ſinner, and as openly and 

ES | publicly did the Lamb abſolve, reconcile, and fave 
dim: He took him home with him in peace, and 

:' from the very brink of hell brought. him to hea- 

. ven. Here then look ye poor rebels, ye thieves, 

and moſt criminal and guilty men, ye unjuſt and 

= - wicked, behold Jeſus made his death with the wicked, 

If! _,. and ftretched out his hands as if he meant to 
| offer both the guilty partners in ſuffering, mercy. 

, 2 Look and ſee how the chief of felons, .the chief of 

1 ſinners is ſaved | It is likely this man had lived an 

abandoned and debauched life, careleſs of God and 

| his own poor ſoul, a lover of bad company, idle 
and wanton, till his, crimes: brought him to that 
ſhameful end, So far ſatan led him, and would 
have carried off his- prey had not a dear Saviour, 

8 | inter- 
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interpoſed and ſhewn mercy; but he did it ſo openly 


that he might make him“ an example and pattern 


to thoſe who ſhould hereafter believe. an him to ever- 


llaſting life; alſo to give hope to ſuch as turn ta 
hi their death-beds, and who repent in thei 


laſt hours; but it was eſpecially to ſhew, that h 
juſtifies the ungodly, and that even when an unjuſt. 
careleſs, or moſt profligate and bad perſon is diſpoſed 


for eternal life, and wants to be ſaved, he may; let 


he ſhall net periſh, he ſhall be ſaved. Perhaps ſome 


may think, I have been unchaſte and unclean with 


Mary, I have been covetous and hard-hearted with 


Zaccheus, and wicked, unjuſt, diſhoneſt, and a liar, a 


dim apply to the Friend of publicans and ſinners, tothe 
Son of God, who came into the world to ſave ſinners, 


Syvearer, a Blaſphemer with the thief, and what then? 


ſhould all their complicated crimes centre in you, 


and you be guilty of all, and were even the fins of 


all the world upon you, Jeſus is the Lamb that 
takes away the fin of the world; he is juſt ſuch an 
almighty and tender-hearted Saviour as you want, 


and becauſe he knew you were loſt, periſhed, and 
undone witheut him, and could not recover, or by 


any other means get delivered from ſatan and the 


wrath to come, therefore he came into the world to 


fave you, and has ſet forth ſo many examples and 


patterns of mercy to encourage you to turn to him 


with all your hearts and be ſaved. i 
Cornelius the centurian at Cæſarea is another of 
theſe patterns, and of whom I muſt alſo ſpeak a 


little. I will not reckon him of the ſort of Mary, 


or number him with Zaccheus, or rank him with the 
malefactor, for it ſeems as if he was eminent in ano- 


ther way. He was certainly famous among the _ 
Roman heathen for bravery, ſince he was a centu- 


rion of the Italian * for piety, becauſe he 
33 15 
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faſted, was devout, juſt, gave much alms, feared. 
God, and prayed always; ſo far the light of na- 
ture, and a tender conſcience, helped by the mora- 
lity of the doctors among the philoſophers, had 


brought him, but he was ſtil] without Chriſt, and 
unfafe; for could morality and his obedience to na- 


tural religion have ſaved him, the angel appeared 
to him in vain, and ſent him to hear the goſpel . 
from St. Peter in vain, but he muſt hear the words of 
Peter whereby he ſhould be ſaved ; and this is a clear 
proof that ſuch err whothink without our Saviour 
to get to heaven: but Cornelius is a pattern to all 


Who look after mercy and ſcarce know how. He 


was in his way a good man, and wanted to be ſaved, 
and Jeius, whom he knew not, would not dit 
appoint him; and to this day, whenever ſouls are 


ſincere and honeſt in deſiring ſalvation, (let them be 


Turks, jews, or heathens, and ſeek it with wiſdom 
or foolithly) they will find it; our Saviour, who 
revealed bien elf to Abraham N he was an hea- 
then and bleſſed him, and who ſent his angel to Cor- 
nelius, will find means to bring them to the know- 
ledee of his goſpel, and will ſend ſome to preach 
Jetus and his redemption to them . Their havin 
lived like Cornelius without the benefit of revealed 
16igion ſhall not binder them to come to heaven; 
they ſhall hear the goſpel and be ſaved ; God ſhall 
ſend ſome faithful Peter to them, who ſhall preach 
Chriſt and his merits to their ſoul's health, or ſome 
bock ſhall ſet forth that open door to chem, or God 
by his Holy Spirit ſhall manifeſt his Son, and lead 
them to all the means of grace, and to the attain- 
ing perfect happineſs and righteouſneſs by Chriſt Je- 
ſus. In this reſpect therefore is Cornelius a pattern 
of mercy, in that, though he was not under the 
law of Moſes, nor has the privilege of the Jews, | 
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when he wanted mercy God ſhewed Him .merey, 
and when his moral obedience, univerſal benevo= 
lence, and friſt obſervance of the laws of nature 
could not ſatisfy him, but he felt he lacked perfect 


_ righteouſneſs, the angel of the Lord led him to hear 


of that Man ** in whoſe name is preached forgiveneſs 


of ſins,” and he heard, believed, was baptized, re- 


_ ceived the Holy Ghoſt, and is now ſafe with the 
innumerable e of the firſt- born 1 in the king 
dom of God. 
Tae laſt that remains to be ſpoken of 1s St. Payl 
himſelf, who, in the text, ſtiles himſelf, the chief of 
| firiners. He differed much from Cornelius, in that 
he was no heathen nor called upon other gods, but 
was a ſtrict Jew under the law; and, as Cornelius 
- fought righteouſneſs without the law, ſo Paul ſought 
it by the law, and profited in his religion exceed - 
ingly, being of the ſtricteſt ſort in his church, and 
more zealous for the law and for the traditions 
of the fathers than many in Jeruſalem ; he was a 
- perſon who carried the matter of righteoufneſs, 
perhaps, farther than any one, was of the beloved 
tribe of Benjamin, the fon of a devout and ftrict 
parent, circumciſed the eighth day, lived in all 
good conſcience, and, as touching the law, blame- 
leſs; was in favour with the high-prieſt, the ſan- 


huedrim, and the elders, a diſciple of Gamaliel, and 


indeed had all the advantages of education and re- 
ligion, but knew not the righteouſneſs of faith in 
Chriſt. This made him ſo angry with the chriſtians ; 
they preached Chriſt ; they ſaid, that that perſon 
who was executed on the croſs, who died the curſed 
death, and was numbered with tranſgreſſors, was 
the Lord and Chriſt, through whoſe name only could 
be obtained temiſſion of ſins, and by faith in whom 
righteouſneſs was imputed. All his education and 
9 good 


have been lifted up 
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82 not hinder him, he joined the 
rude multitude to blaſpheme ſuch a doctrine, which 
et at nought ſelf-righteouſneſs and a man's own 
Holineſs, and aſſiſted at the killing of St. Stephen, 
keeping their cloaths who ſtoned him, and conſent- 
ing to his death, he baniſhed ſome, made others re- 
nounce our Saviour, got others ſcourged, and with _ 
all his might perſecuted ſuch as called upon the 
name of Jeſus, ſcorning and deſpiſing his blood and 
merits, and trampling his atonement and righte- 
_ ouſneſs under his feet; but lo! after all, our Savi- 
our's grace overtakes him, and the ſelf-righteous 
Saul, like a poor periſhing criminal, continues da 
and night to pray, without eating and drinking, for 
mercy. He ſaw the neceſſity of a divine and bet= 
ter righteouſneſs than his own'; and when God had 
brought down his heart, ſtripped him of his fig- 
leaves, his beggarly raiment, and the righteouſ= 
neſs of his works, then he pardor.ed him, and 
cloathed him with his own righteouſneſs, and juſ- 
tified the chief of ſinners. Hear this ye who have 
been of this ſort, and valued ſo much your duties, 
piety, and alms, and thought ſo little of our Sa- 
viour and his death, like the apoſtle, deny all 
your own goodneſs, and come and truſt the blood 
of Chriſt alone, and you ſhall be ſaved, though you 
ike Capernaum, as it were, to - 


| heaven, and thanked God, with the Phariſee, that 


you were not ſo bad as' the drunkards, the publi- 
cans, andextortioners, and fooliſhly thought your- 
ſelves well off and in a good way, but who now 
are aſhamed of your thoughts, and who bluſh at 
your ſpiritual pride, and even ſhudder to approach 
the Lamb you have ſo diſeſteemed, or to aſk the 
' righteouſneſs you have lighted, or to implore the 
mercy you have deſpiſed; let the example of St. 
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Paul encourage you yet to call upon the name of 
Jeſus; and though your ſin may appear to have 

been the chiefeſt of all ſins, in that you have ſo 
long ſought by other ways, and, as it were, by 

another door to get to heaven, and put up the idol 
of your own righteouſneſs in the place of Chriſt, and 
dreamt that your obedience, charity, and prayers 
could buy your eternal happineſs, and your ſelf- 
denial make an amends for fin, when nothing leſs _ 
than the dying of God's only Son could accompliſh | 
this. I ſay, though all your pride and vanity be 

a ſore burden to you now, fear not, but waſh away 

your fins calling upon the name of the Lord. I know 

if you are truly awakened you muſt think your- | 

{elves the chief of ſinners indeed, for you muſt feel 

how bad it is to flight our Saviour, and how much 
trouble he has had to make you truly religious, to 
| ſubmit to his righteouſneſs, and yield to be ſaved 

by faith alone, freely, N . 
I have now ſpoken of theſe five perſons who have 
been eminent as patterns of mercy, and who were 


\ 


at the head of the principal claſſes of ſinners. In 


one of theſe claſſes almoſt every one may find 
himſelf; but perhaps there may be ſome who 
think themſelves guilty of all, and who are ſenſible 
of their unchaſte deeds and impure nature, with 
Mary; like her, they have lived in pleafure and 
wantonneſs, rioted, feaſted, and indulged their vi- 
_ cious and ſenſual appetites, lived at eaſe and in 
luxury, waſted their bodies and impaired their 
health with intemperance and debauched living, &c. 
like Zaccheus they ſtand convicted of having uſed 
_ unlawful meaſures in ſecuring to themſelves riches, 
or find themſelves guilty of covetouſneſs, hard- 
| heartedneſs to the poor, oppreflion, cruelty, and 
extortion, perjury and falſe- witneſs againſt the in- 
N nocent, 
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nocent, and the like; beſides, they have ſinned wit 
the thief, have hated their brother, been murderers 
therefore before God, (1 John iii. 15.), paſſionate, 
fond of bad company, given to drink, careleſs and 
 Irreligious, lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of 
God, fond of games, unfair and deceitful, unjuſt, 
and having deſerved for ſecret crimes and black 
deeds to die, ſwearers, blaſphemers, and, with all their 
bad and ſinful life, tempted to imagine themſelves 
chriſtians, or ſatisfied their conſciences that 'others 
were as bad, only hypocrites, and ſuppoſed indulg- 
ing of their luſts and paſſions, &c, were not ſins, ſince 
nature prompted them on; yea it is poſhble, amidſt 


all manner of diſobedience, to dream one is a good, 


ſociable perſon, a merry companion, that means no 
ill, not of the worſt fort, but in many reſpects to be 
praiſed; and if at times ſuch frequent church, give 
away a few alms, and refrain for a time from out- 


Ward and groſs crimes, they can cheat themſelves, 


and hope they have made ſome progreſs in righte- _ 
ee, K 15 5 8 . 
If ſome ſhould think I have been a ſinner with 
all, and in great meaſure am guilty with every claſs 
of ſinners, yet let them fo think, I have to deal 
with a God whoſe mercies are as his majeſty, whoſe 
blood is almighty, and whoſe right hand faves to 
the uttermoſt. Only bow down at his feet, conſci- 
ous of your being indeed the chief of ſinners, and 
| ſue for pardon, and iniquity ſhall not be your ruin. 
Let your hearts repent unfeignedly, and with tears 
ſeek. forgiveneſs at the foot of the croſs, reſolved, 
like Jacob, not to let the Lord go till he has bleſſed 
you with ſalvation, and you ſhall ſurely find it. 
The ſelf-righteous ſpirits will find the hardeſt Work 
to ſubmit to Chriſt Jeſus's free grace, but when 
they are heartily tired and weary with ſeeking hap= 
og TOE, e pine ſs 
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pineſs and perfection, they will be at laſt glad to 
fink at Chriſt's feet, and aſk it there as a poor ſin- 
ner; but, as ſaid before, this coſts the ſoul and ths 
Saviour much before it is done. 

I know by experience this, I was brought up 
ſtrictly, taught religion from my childhood, and 
carried the matter of righteouſneſs very far, and do 
believe ſolemnly, that our Saviour has had more 
trouble in bending my poor heart to his free ſal- 
pyation, and conquering my fe]f- righteous ſpirit, than 
in ſaving ſome hundreds of ſinners beſides; but 1 
have obtained mercy, and I fet to my ſeal to this 
true ſaying, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world 
to ſave ſinners, of whom J am chief.“ May you all - 
happily experience the ſame mercy, to the. glor 


of his grace, to whom 2 Praiſe and fal vation for 
ever. Amen 
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I. 
' GOD if thou hadft but abhorr'd 
To wear our fleſh and blood, 
I never had approach'd the Lord, 
But at a diſtunce - 
I 
A ſenſe of my unworthineſs, . . 
My guilt and juſt deſert, 
Had kept me in the worſt diſtreſs, 
And ſunk my uin heart. 
| I | 
But ſince thou haſt incarnate been, 
And took the Saviour's place, 
Only to ſave from hell and fig 
The hel pleſs human race; 3 
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Waſh me, and fin 
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Aa 5 by thee a countleſs troop 
Are now got ſafe to heav n, 
Who once were ſinners, I have hope, 
And * to be forgiv't n. 
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1 heav'n above, in earth beneath, 


Or in the pit below, 
There's none deſerves the fond death 
More juſt than me, | know. 


VI. 
2 know, i in thought, i in deed, and word, 
I've put thy ſoul to grief; 


"4 am the chief of ſinners, Lord! 


Ta am of ſinners chief. 


„„ | 
MV ſins have made thy eroſs, my guilt 
Has caus'd thy wounds and pain; 
For me, unclean, thy. blood was fplt, 
By means of wicked men. 
VIII. . 
But let a ſoul redeem'd ſo dear, 
Be precious in thy fight; |, 
ſhall diſappear, 
_ And be aboliſh'd quite, 


„ 
* pard'ning one ſo vile as me, 
- Thy mercy ſhall be ſhewn, 
A monument I too ſhall be, 
Of: N on thy throne. 


